ischievous as children

will be, Rhonda scam-

pered far ahead into
the caverns and quickly slipped from

view. Last evening’s warnings from
the local villagers still echoed through
my head like tribal drums. | quick-
ened my pace. And fell. A dizzying
blur of tunnels, cave creatures and
what seemed like treasures filled the
air. Then - the freezing river. My only

thoughts as | gasped and struggled -
Rhonda, lost, darkness.

had been

traveling

farther south.
Word came from a nearby
village of a terrible mine
disaster. Many miners were
trapped with no means of
escape. The closer | came
to the site, the warmer the
the ground felt beneath
my feet. Then, as the vil-
lagers assisted with my
gear and shouted a chorus
of encouragement, | sud-
denly realized. | was being
lowered, not merely into
a mineshaft, but - a volcano.
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